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				Chapter 7

				Super Villains

				Superman has always been billed as the champion of the op-pressed, the physical marvel who had sworn to his dying father to devote his life to helping those in need. And, then as now, people have always found themselves in need of help. Whether it was an earthquake, or some other natural disaster, or whether it was war or crime, Superman, of course, arrived just in the nick of time!

				Nondescript Thugs

				The most popular of Superman’s entanglements, by far, were when he was pitted against his adversaries. In the early com-ic strip episodes, these included mostly a string of rather nondescript thugs. It was the decade of the ’thirties. It was the day of “The Godfather,” a time of organized crime—getting better organized! Pug-nosed thugs in low-brimmed hats and striped suits, sporting machine guns. The “G-man,” nickname for a government agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), was the hero of the day. Led by FBI chief, J. Edgar Hoover, the G-men waged all-out war on the underworld. They were the real supermen of their day—the “Untouchables.” And, so it was, that in the Superman comic strips, thugs and hoodlums were the villains.

					With the coming of World War II, however, Americans became less concerned over the crooks at home and more concerned about the evil-doers overseas. The mad-man Hit-ler and his storm-troopers were threatening the world from their rapidly expanding European empire. And, in the Pa-cific, the Imperial Japanese forces were taking island after island in their quest to dominate all of the South Pacific and Asia and beyond. Superman then turned his attention to the 
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				new villains, the despotic leaders of the Axis powers.

				The New Bad guys

				In 1941, reporter Clark Kent got into the thick of things with a political despot in a story that was obviously inspired by the 1936 Olympics in Berlin.

					Clark and Lois are assigned by their editor, Perry White, to cover the Dukalia-American Sports Festival at the Munic-ipal Stadium. “Dukalia,” of course, was Nazi Germany. As it turned out, the sports festival became the stage for an an-ti-American demonstration. Even Dukalia’s Hitler-like Con-sul Karl Wolff, was there. In Hitleresque fashion, the consul held his audience spellbound with his oratory. He went on and on about how the Dukalians were superior to any other race. From there, the plot thickened as we learned that the Dukalians were bent on becoming masters over the Ameri-can people. Superman interceded to defend America and the American way. Do you think he succeeded?

					Comic book covers from the early forties showed Su-perman walking arm-in-arm with American sailors and soldiers. Superman comic book No. 14 showed the Man of Might standing in front of a large American shield of stars and stripes, and resting on his arm was a majestic American bald eagle, symbol of the American way of truth, justice, and liberty for all. In Superman comic book No.17, the Man of Steel straddled the globe, holding the squirming Hitler in one hand and the panicky Tojo in another. No. 18 showed Superman dive bombing the enemy by riding astraddle a large bomb! No. 23 showed two Nazi submariners terrorized by the sight in their periscope of an angry Superman swim-ming toward their U-Boat. And the war-theme comic books went on and on.
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				Super Foes

				Another type foe was introduced in the Superman comic strips in 1940. The city was being destroyed by earthquakes. Superman soon discovered they were not naturally caused, but were being created as part of a sinister plot by the mad scientist, Lex Luthor. Luthor’s single passion you recall was to dominate the entire earth.

					World War II ended, and by the end of the ’forties, Su-perman met the challenge of a bevy of strange foes. Back in the thirties, his enemies were simply evil counterparts—many of them with strength and powers almost equal to his own. But, as the Man of Steel acquired new super powers and was gifted with incredible super-human senses, the na-ture and character of his enemies began to change, too. Now, they were becoming super Tricksters. The list included the Ultra-Humanoid (great shades of Battlestar Galactica and its Cylons!). Others were the Prankster (that’s mighty close to Trickster), the Toyman, and the Puzzler.

					The most perplexing to Superman of all his strange foes was Mr. Mxyztplk, the detestable imp from the fifth dimension. He ﬁrst appeared in a 1944 comic strip, billed as a “sappy supernatural sprite,” that would make even Super-man question his own sanity! This mischievous runt, unfor-tunately for Superman, possessed many supernatural powers and senses that were similar to those of the Man of Steel. Mr. Mxyztplk (who later changed the spelling of his name to Mxyzptlk), could fly, cause statues to appear to come to life, make people bray like mules, and disappear into invisible-ness at will.

				Luthor, Meet Lucifer

				If Mr. Mxyzptlk was the most perplexing of Superman’s 
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				foes, then Lex Luthor had to be the most diabolical. Ob-sessed with becoming the dictator of the world, Luthor was a mad scientist who would stop short of no evil scheme to take over the world. Luthor was Superman’s arch-enemy number one and came closer than any other foe to killing the Man of Might with the deadly substance, Kryptonite.

					The counterpart of Luthor in the spirit world is Satan, who is also called the Devil in the Bible. Satan, of course, was the first enemy of righteousness and all others are only patterned after him. But long before Satan became the mas-ter of evil, he was called Lucifer and his job, ironically, was to serve God as the chief angelic being in heaven.

					Incredible as it may sound, Lucifer was actually the lead-er of all the angels at one time! Lucifer sinned by wanting to be better than God. Many angels went along with his fantasy. 

					As punishment for this sin, Lucifer and all the angels who sided with him (a third of the heavenly host) were thrown out of heaven.

					These “fallen angels” are also called demons. Today, these demons, as evil spirits, do Satan’s evil work every-where. (After Lucifer was thrown out of heaven his name was changed to Satan.)

					There are many similarities between Luthor and Luci-fer—even their names sound a little alike. Both names start with the letters, Lu, and end with the letter r. Luthor contains the word thor which is the name given to the Norse god of mythology. Did the creators of Superman’s arch-enemy, Lu-thor, see the villain as a kind of evil god?

				The “Shining One”

				Lucifer’s name means “shining one.” He is a supernatural being with tremendous super- natural power. His whole in-tent is to become like God so that men and angels alike will 
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				worship him.

					Part of Satan’s strategy is to keep mankind bound in sin and to lie to them about Jesus Christ. This is very important to Satan, because people who do not believe in Jesus as their personal Savior and Lord, will be judged for their sins and condemned for eternity. Satan knows that God loves every-one and does not want to see a single person perish. Satan is carrying out his vengeance against both God and man by condemning every soul he can through sin.

					The battle between Satan and God is not limited to the spiritual realm. There have been many people throughout history who have been empowered by Satan to do evil things against mankind and especially against the people of God. 	The Jews have been persecuted for centuries, mainly because of their faith in Yahweh (Hebrew for God). Chris-tians have been terribly persecuted, as well, and martyrdom is more widespread in this century than at any other time in all of history!

				Battle of the Supermen

				A show-down is coming between Satan and God, and many observers believe the time is almost upon us. The final battle—symbolically called Armageddon—will be waged between the forces of Satan and the people of God. Satan will possess the body and soul of a man the Bible calls the Antichrist—one of several symbolic and descriptive names he is given.

					God’s people are Christians—those who have received Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

					The Bible clearly shows Satan’s strategy for the Antichrist. He will choose to possess a man of Jewish or-igin but who has no interest in God or anything religious. These facts about the coming Antichrist are explained by the 
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				prophet Daniel: “He will ignore his ancestral gods, and the god beloved of women; to no god will he pay heed but will exalt himself above them all” (Daniel 11:37 NEB).

					Theologians, such as William Biederwolf and Arno Gae-belein, among others, interpret the phrase, “god of his fa-thers” to refer to Yahweh, the God of the Jews. This indicates that the Antichrist’s ancestors could be Jewish. Some inter-pretors believe the Antichrist could have roots in the ancient Holy Roman Empire, and others contend he will be a Mus-lim.

				An “Insolent King”

				The prophet Daniel has much to say about this coming Antichrist. In Daniel 11:21, the Antichrist is described as a “despicable person.” And Daniel sees him, symbolically, as a “little horn” in Daniel 7:8. In Daniel 8:23, he is described as an “insolent king.”

					In Daniel 9:24-27, the Antichrist is seen by some to be the “one who causes desolation.” Jesus, by the way, referred to him as the “abomination that causes desolation” in Mat-thew 24:15—one of several signs that will appear in the “Great Tribulation” to alert believers that His second coming is at hand.

					Another Old Testament prophet—Zechariah—was surely referring to the Antichrist when he wrote about the “worth1ess shepherd”—a counterfeit of the Good Shepherd, who is Jesus Christ (Zechariah 11:16).

					The name Antichrist is actually found only in a few pas-sages in the New Testament: 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; and 2 John 7.

					However, the person called Antichrist, is mentioned in symbolic and descriptive terms in other Old Testament and New Testament passages.
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					The apostle Paul calls him the “man of 1aw1essness” in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12.

					John saw the Antichrist as a “beast” in Revelation 13:1; 17:3; and 19:20.

					The Antichrist, like Superman’s foes, will possess many supernatural powers. He will tell super lies and therefore be a super deceiver.

					And, he will have incredible, super-powers:

				a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue will arise. He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in what-ever he does. 

					He will destroy the mighty men and the holy peo-ple. He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior (Daniel 8:23-25, NIV).

				 

					Now, what does all that mean? First of all, he will be a “Master of intrigue.” What this means in the original lan-guage is that the Antichrist will be a liar. No wonder he is called a deceiver and liar by the Apostle Paul in 2 Thessalo-nians 2:10-11.

					Next, we are told that the Antichrist’s power will come from somewhere else. In Revelation 13:2, we learn that Satan (symbolically called the “Dragon”) will give the Antichrist (“beast”) his power and his throne and authority over the whole earth. The Antichrist will get his supernatural power from Satan and will use it against the people of God. The Antichrist will be so powerful that people will bow down to worship him, asking, rhetorically, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?” (Revelation 13:4).

					He will have Satan’s authority to rule “over every tribe, people, language and nation,” according to Revelation 13:7.
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				Supernatural Powers

				The Bible tells us the Antichrist will receive what appears to be a mortal head-wound. Then, in Revelation 13:12, we find that his “fatal wound appears to have been healed”!

					The Antichrist will be an egotist who wants to be called God and to be worshiped by everyone (Daniel 11:36; 2 Thes-salonians 2:4).

					There will be little doubt in the mind of any alert Chris-tian that he is the prophesied Antichrist, for at that time, the Antichrist “[...] opposes and exalts himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, and even sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God” (2 Thessa-lonians 2:4).

				War Against the Saints

				For the next three and a half years, the Antichrist will “make war against the saints and conquer them” (Revelation 13:7). He will be assisted by a demonic being called the False Prophet who will also possess great supernatural power. This False Prophet will perform “great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men” (Revelation 13:13). He will construct an “image” of the Antichrist and “give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed” (Revelation 13:15).

					The Antichrist’s “image” that will come down from heave to earth to be seen by men might well refer to a global satellite image seen on TVs.

					The “temple” is popularly thought to be a future, re-built temple in Jerusalem; however, Paul clearly teaches that the hearts of Christians comprise God’s only temple: “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).
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					Revelation 13 also describes the harsh economic controls that will be imposed by the Antichrist on everyone, Christian and non-Christian alike:

					He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name.

					This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number. His number is 666 (Revelation 13:16-18).

					There have been many theories as to the true interpreta-tion of this passage, and who the Antichrist might be. Nu-merous attempts have been made down through the years to identify various people as the Antichrist by calculating their names to total the sum of 666. None of these attempts have yet proven true, and the world still awaits the revelation of the coming “Man of Lawlessness,” as the apostle Paul refers to the Antichrist in 2 Thessalonians 2.

					In the end, just as Superman always overcame his shrewd adversaries, so will Jesus Christ overcome the Antichrist: “And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of His mouth and de-stroy by the splendor of His coming” (2 Thessalonians 2:8).
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